
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 8

Lifelong Covenant
William & Laurel

June 28th, 2020, 10am

The Word of God
Welcome to this live-steamed service from Christ Church Cathedral. This service leaflet contains everything  
you need to participate. To learn more about Christ Church Cathedral and our current online offerings,  

please visit cccindy.org. For pastoral assistance, please call 317-636-4577.

VOLUNTARY Prelude in G Major, BWV 541, 1 J.S. Bach 

Welcome

Hymn 518  Standing 
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THE ACCLAMATION Standing
Presider: Blessed be the one, Holy and living God.
People: Glory to God for ever and ever.
Presider: There is one Body and one Spirit;
People: There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Presider: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People: One God and Father of all.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise Sung by all S-236  
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be 
made a holy temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Almighty and everliving God: look tenderly upon William and Laurel who stand before you in the company of 
your Church. Let their life together bring them great joy. Grant them so to love selflessly and live humbly, that 
they may be to one another and to the world a witness and a sign of your never-failing love and care; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, to the ages of ages. Amen.

THE FIRST READING: Tobit 8:5b-8
So she got up, and they began to pray and implore that they might be kept safe. Tobias began by saying, “Blessed 
are you, O God of our ancestors, and blessed is your name in all generations forever. Let the heavens and the whole 
creation bless you forever. You made Adam, and for him you made his wife Eve  as a helper and support. From 
the two of them the human race has sprung. You said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone;  let us make 
a helper for him like himself.’ I now am taking this kinswoman of mine,  not because of lust, but with sincerity. 
Grant that she and I may find mercy and that we may grow old together.” And they both said, “Amen, Amen.”
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 13 Spoken by all 
1 How long, O Lord?
 will you forget me for ever? *
 how long will you hide your face from me?
2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,
 and grief in my heart, day after day? *
 how long shall my enemy triumph over me?
3 Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; *
 give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;
4 Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” *
 and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.
5 But I put my trust in your mercy; *
 my heart is joyful because of your saving help.
6 I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; *
 I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High.
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THE SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23
Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. No longer present your 
members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from 
death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion 
over you, since you are not under law but under grace. What then? Should we sin because we are not under law 
but under grace? By no means! Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, 
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the 
heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set free from sin, have 
become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as 
you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of 
those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is 
sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.
Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia 

Cantor: Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again. Death no longer has dominion over him.
 ~ Romans 6

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42 Standing
Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes 
a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives 
even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple truly I tell you, none of these will lose 
their reward.”
Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON  The Very Rev. Mary Slenski 
A period of silence follows the sermon.

The Witnessing of the Vows and the Blessing of the Covenant
The couple comes before the assembly. If there is to be a presentation, the presenters stand with the couple, and the 
Presider says to them
Presider:  Who presents William and Laurel, as they seek the blessing of God and the Church on their love 

and life together?
Presenters: We do.
Presider:  Will you love, respect, and pray for William and Laurel, and do all in your power to stand with them 

in the life they will share?
Presenters: We will.
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The Presider then addresses the couple, saying 
Presider:  William and Laurel, you have come before God and the Church to exchange solemn vows with one 

another and to ask God’s blessing.
The Presider addresses one member of the couple, saying
Presider: William, do you freely and unreservedly offer yourself to Laurel?
Answer: I do.
Presider: Will you live together in faithfulness and holiness of life as long as you both shall live?
Answer: I will, with God’s help.

The Presider addresses the other member of the couple, saying
Presider: Laurel, do you freely and unreservedly offer yourself to William?
Answer: I do.
Presider: Will you [continue to] live together in faithfulness and holiness of life as long as you both shall live?
Answer: I will, with God’s help.

The assembly stands, the couple faces the People, and the Presider addresses them, saying
Presider:  Will all of you gathered to witness these vows do all in your power to uphold and honor this couple 

in the covenant they make?
People: We will.
Presider: Will you pray for them, especially in times of trouble, and celebrate with them in times of joy?
People: We will.

THE PRAYERS 
Presider:  Then let us pray for William and Laurel. in their life together and for the concerns of this 

community.
Leader: For William and Laurel, seeking your blessing and the blessing of your holy people; Loving God,
  Hear our prayer.
Leader: For a spirit of loving-kindness to shelter them all their days; Loving God,
  Hear our prayer.
Leader: For friends to support them and communities to enfold them; Loving God, 
  Hear our prayer.
Leader: For peace in their home and love in their family; Loving God, 
  Hear our prayer.
Leader:  For the honesty to acknowledge when they hurt each other, and the humility to seek each other’s 

forgiveness and yours; Loving God, 
  Hear our prayer.
Leader:  For our own sins and offenses, may we have the honesty to acknowledge the hurt we have done to 

one another, and the humility to forgive and to receive forgiveness. Loving God,
  Hear our prayer.
Leader: For the outpouring of your love through their work and witness; Loving God,
  Hear our prayer.
Leader: For the strength to keep the vows each of us has made; Loving God, 
  Hear our prayer.
Leader: For those who seek justice, peace, and concord among nations; Loving God,
  Hear our prayer.
Leader: For those who are sick or suffering, homeless or poor; Loving God,
  Hear our prayer.
Leader: For victims of violence and those who inflict it; Loving God, 
  Hear our prayer.
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Leader: For communion with all who have died, [especially those whom we remember this day: ]; Loving God,
  Hear our prayer.
Presider: Giver of every gift, source of all goodness, hear the prayers we bring before you for William. and Laurel, 
who seek your blessing this day. Strengthen them as they share in the saving work of Jesus, and bring about for them 
and for all you have created the fullness of life he promised, who now lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Commitment
Presider: William and Laurel, I invite you now, illumined by the Word of God and strengthened by the prayer 
of this community, to make your covenant before God and the Church.

Each member of the couple, in turn, takes the hand of the other and says
In the name of God, I, William, give myself to you, Laurel. 
In the name of God, I, Laurel, give myself to you, William.

I will support and care for you by the grace of God: in times of sickness, in times of health I will hold and cherish 
you in the love of Christ: in times of plenty, in times of want. I will honor and keep you with the Spirit’s help: in 
times of anguish, in times of joy,forsaking all others, as long as we both shall live. This is my solemn vow.

Rings are brought to the Presider, who prays using the following words
Presider: Let us pray. Bless, O God, these rings as signs of the enduring covenant William and Laurel have 
made with each other, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The two people place the rings on the fingers of one another, first the one, then the other, saying
N., I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I honor you, in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The Pronouncement
Presider: Now that William and Laurel have exchanged vows of love and fidelity in the presence of God and 
the Church, I now pronounce that they are bound to one another as long as they both shall live. Amen. 

Blessing of the Couple
As the couple stands or kneels, the Presider invokes God’s blessing upon them, saying
Presider: Let us pray.
Most gracious God, we praise you for the tender mercy and unfailing care revealed to us in Jesus the Christ
and for the great joy and comfort bestowed upon us in the gift of human love. We give you thanks for William 
and Laurel, and the covenant of faithfulness they have made. Pour out the abundance of your Holy Spirit upon 
them. Keep them in your steadfast love; protect them from all danger; fill them with your wisdom and peace; lead 
them in holy service to each other and the world.
That you may please God in body and soul. God make you a sign of the loving-kindness and steadfast fidelity 
manifest in the life, death, and resurrection of our Savior and bring you at last to the delight of the heavenly 
banquet, where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE Standing
Presider: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

All greet one another in the name of the Lord.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Offerings are received with gratitude by mail, at Donate at www.cccindy.org or by texting CCCINDY to 73256.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
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Music at the Offertory 
From Suite, Op. 3, No. 4 Richard Jones

 Preludio: Allegro
 Gigue

Hymn 350 Standing 

An Act of Spiritual Communion
Presider: Let us pray.
People: In union, O Lord,  with the faithful across the Church who cannot gather around the altar at 
this time, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you, my soul and body, with the earnest 
wish that I may always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I implore you 
to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. 
Let nothing ever separate us. May I live and die in your love. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Postcommunion Prayer
Lord of the Feast, we thank you for gathering us as your people. We call to remembrance the many times we 
have been fed at your table and we lament our distance now. Be present Lord Jesus as you were present with 
your disciples, be known to us in the breaking of the bread, and may your Holy Spirit sustain us and all 
your Church until we can gather together again. We ask this for the sake of your love. Amen.

A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit Among the People of God
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has called the entire Episcopal Church to prayer with these words this Pentecost Season. 
Presider: God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you provide in 
times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Revive us to live as Christ’s 
body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek 
justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in 
common mission, that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Blessing

Hymn 377 Standing 

THE DISMISSAL
Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

VOLUNTARY Fugue in G Major, BWV 541, 2   J.S. Bach

Presider: The Very Rev. Mary Slenski
Deacon: The Rev Fatima Makubu-Madus

Violin: Sarah Cranor

All music is reprinted under OneLicense.net #A717926
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